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AREA OVERVIEW

The Dramline Footpath is a public access recreational route managed by Clydach Community Council.
The route includes:
1. Public footpaths and access points
1. Riverside areas
1. Bridges and boardwalk sections
1. Natural vegetation and woodland areas
1. Benches, bins, posts and boundary features
1. Areas of uneven terrain
1. Open access public areas

The Dramline is used by:
1. Members of the public
1. Walkers and runners
1. Dog walkers
1. Volunteers
1. Contractors
1. Council representatives
1. Children and vulnerable persons

The environment is largely open and uncontrolled in nature and contains hazards associated with:
1. Natural terrain
1. Watercourses and riverside areas
1. Weather conditions
1. Public behaviour
1. Vegetation and wildlife
1. Anti-social behaviour
1. Reduced lighting and visibility

Due to the nature of the location, certain residual risks remain inherent despite the implementation of reasonable and proportionate control measures.

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

This assessment identifies the significant foreseeable hazards associated with the Dramline Footpath and the control measures implemented by Clydach Community Council.
The Council cannot fully eliminate all hazards associated with open public environments. Users are expected to exercise reasonable personal responsibility appropriate to environmental and weather conditions.
The Council's duties are discharged through:
1. Inspection regimes
1. Maintenance arrangements
1. Contractor controls
1. Defect reporting systems
1. Public information and signage
1. Reactive response arrangements
1. Periodic review of risks and controls


INSPECTION AND MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS


	Activity
	Frequency

	Visual inspections of footpaths and access routes
	Weekly

	Recorded inspections of infrastructure and key assets
	Quarterly

	Tree inspections
	Periodic – by competent persons based on risk profile

	Post-storm inspections
	Following significant adverse weather

	Defect reporting review
	Ongoing

	Contractor monitoring
	During all maintenance works

	Public complaints and reports
	Ongoing



PURPOSE

This risk assessment identifies the significant hazards associated with the operation and management of the Dramline Footpath and establishes the control measures required to reduce risks to the lowest reasonably practicable level.
This assessment forms part of the Council's governance, health and safety and premises management arrangements.

REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

This assessment shall be reviewed:
1. Annually as a minimum
1. Following any accident, incident or near miss
1. Following significant changes to the footpath, infrastructure or activities
1. Following structural alterations or remediation works
1. Following changes in legislation or guidance
1. Where monitoring identifies that controls are no longer effective

RISK RATING MATRIX

Risk Rating = Likelihood × Severity.  Colour coding:  Green = Low (1–5)  |  Amber = Medium (6–12)  |  Red = High (15–25)

	L \ S
	1
Negligible
	2
Minor
	3
Moderate
	4
Major
	5
Catastrophic

	1 Very Unlikely
	1
Low
	2
Low
	3
Low
	4
Low
	5
Low

	2 Unlikely
	2
Low
	4
Low
	6
Medium
	8
Medium
	10
Medium

	3 Possible
	3
Low
	6
Medium
	9
Medium
	12
Medium
	15
High

	4 Likely
	4
Low
	8
Medium
	12
Medium
	16
High
	20
High

	5 Very Likely
	5
Low
	10
Medium
	15
High
	20
High
	25
High



	Score
	Level
	Action

	1–5
	Low
	May be acceptable; continue to monitor and review.

	6–12
	Medium
	Controls should be reviewed; further action should be considered.

	15–25
	High
	Immediate action required. Task should not proceed unless risk can be reduced.




RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Potential Harm
	Initial
L
	Initial
S
	Initial
Risk
	Existing Controls
	Further Actions Required
	Residual
L
	Residual
S
	Residual
Risk
	Responsible Person
	Status

	DF-001
	Public Access and User Safety
	Members of the public, visitors, volunteers
	Slips, trips, falls and injury associated with open public access, poor visibility or unsuitable use
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Warning signage provided at all main access points.
1. Entrances controlled where practicable.
1. Information provided regarding environmental hazards and unsuitable conditions during darkness or adverse weather.
1. Public encouraged to exercise personal responsibility appropriate to conditions.
1. Regular inspections undertaken to identify and report access hazards.
	Continue review of signage and access arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-002
	Slips, Trips and Uneven Ground
	Members of the public, visitors, volunteers
	Slips, trips and falls resulting in cuts, sprains, fractures or other injury
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Routine footpath inspections undertaken and recorded.
1. Defects reported, prioritised and monitored.
1. Drainage maintained where practicable.
1. Significant hazards isolated or signed where required.
1. Footpaths maintained subject to available resources and environmental conditions.
	Continue inspection and reactive maintenance programme.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-003
	River and Water Hazards
	Members of the public, visitors, children, dog walkers
	Drowning, cold water shock, infection, algae exposure or injury associated with watercourses
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Water safety signage displayed at access points where appropriate.
1. Public advised against entering watercourses.
1. Staff and volunteers monitor conditions during inspections.
1. Public information issued through social media and communication channels where necessary.
1. Riverside boundary conditions monitored regularly.
	Continue monitoring and periodic review of water safety arrangements.
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-004
	Trees, Vegetation and Falling Branches
	Members of the public, visitors, volunteers, contractors
	Injury from falling branches, unstable trees, overgrowth, brambles or nettles
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Tree inspections undertaken by competent persons based on species, condition and location risk profile.
1. Vegetation management programme implemented.
1. Dangerous areas isolated where necessary pending remediation.
1. Post-storm inspections undertaken following adverse weather events.
1. High-risk trees identified and managed as priority.
	Continue vegetation and tree management programme.
	2
	4
	8
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-005
	Bridges, Paths, Railings and Infrastructure
	Members of the public, visitors, volunteers
	Falls, entrapment or injury from damaged infrastructure or defective public assets
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Infrastructure subject to periodic recorded inspection regime.
1. Defects recorded, prioritised and remedied.
1. Dangerous areas isolated where necessary pending repair.
1. Repairs arranged through approved competent contractors.
	Continue inspection and defect management arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-006
	Lighting and Reduced Visibility
	Members of the public, visitors
	Increased risk of slips, trips, falls or anti-social behaviour during darkness
	4
	3
	12
Medium
	1. Signage advises users regarding reduced visibility and environmental hazards during darkness.
1. Public encouraged to avoid use during unsafe conditions.
1. Access points monitored during routine inspections.
	Continue monitoring and review of signage arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-007
	Anti-Social Behaviour, Violence and Crime
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Verbal abuse, assault, threatening behaviour, distress or criminal activity
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Incidents reported to police where appropriate.
1. Communication maintained with local police and community representatives.
1. Public encouraged to report incidents and suspicious activity.
1. Staff and volunteers undertake periodic monitoring during visits.
	Continue liaison with police and monitoring arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-008
	Hazardous Debris, Sharps and Biological Hazards
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Needle stick injuries, cuts, infection, contamination or exposure to animal waste
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Litter and debris inspections undertaken routinely.
1. Sharps disposal containers available where required.
1. Volunteers provided with litter picking equipment and appropriate gloves.
1. Hazardous waste removed promptly using suitable precautions.
1. Public advised to report hazards immediately.
	Continue cleansing and inspection arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-009
	Dogs and Animal Hazards
	Members of the public, dog walkers, children
	Dog bites, fouling, infection or uncontrolled animal behaviour
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	1. Signage encourages responsible dog control throughout the route.
1. Dog waste bins provided at key locations.
1. Public encouraged to report dangerous dogs or persistent fouling issues.
1. Cleansing arrangements implemented for animal waste.
	Continue monitoring and public awareness arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-010
	Adverse Weather Conditions
	Members of the public, visitors, volunteers
	Injury from high winds, ice, flooding, fallen trees, branches or severe weather conditions
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Inspections undertaken following significant weather events.
1. Public warnings issued through social media and communication channels where appropriate.
1. Dangerous areas isolated where practicable.
1. Weather alerts monitored to allow proactive response.
	Continue post-weather inspection and communication arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-011
	Maintenance and Contractor Activities
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Injury arising from maintenance works, equipment use or contractor operations
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Works undertaken by competent contractors or authorised persons only.
1. Work areas isolated with barriers and warning signage during maintenance operations.
1. Method statements and risk assessments required from contractors.
1. Contractor activities monitored by the Council.
	Continue contractor monitoring and work control arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-012
	Emergency Access and Incident Response
	Members of the public, volunteers, emergency services
	Delayed emergency response or restricted access during incidents
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Access routes monitored during routine inspections.
1. Emergency access points identified where practicable.
1. Co-ordination arrangements maintained with emergency services where required.
1. What3words or grid references recorded for key emergency access points.
	Continue monitoring access arrangements and incident response procedures.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	DF-013
	Inspection, Reporting and Defect Management
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Hazards remaining uncontrolled due to failure to identify, report or respond to defects
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Defect reporting arrangements in place; staff and volunteers trained in reporting requirements.
1. Public complaints and reports monitored and acted upon.
1. Hazards prioritised based on severity and likelihood of harm.
1. Significant hazards isolated or escalated where necessary.
1. Inspection records maintained and reviewed.
	Continue monitoring and governance review arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring



ACTION TRACKING NOTES

	Status
	Meaning

	Open
	Action identified but not completed

	Ongoing
	Requires continual monitoring

	Closed
	Action completed

	Monitoring
	Existing controls considered adequate subject to review





APPROVAL


	Name
	Position
	Signature
	Date

	
	Chairperson
	
	

	
	Clerk / Responsible Officer
	
	11 May 2026



RELATED DOCUMENTS

1. Health & Safety Policy
1. Governance, Compliance & Safety Management Manual (GCC-GCSM-001)
1. Inspection Records
1. Tree Inspection Records
1. Contractor Management Procedure
1. Accident / Incident Records
1. Defect Reporting System
1. Compliance Action Tracker
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