Clydach Community Council  |  Waverley Park  |  General Risk Assessment	RA-WP-001

[image: ]
CLYDACH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Cyngor Cymuned Clydach

WAVERLEY PARK
GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT


	Reference
	RA-WP-001

	Assessor
	Ian James

	Date
	11 May 2026

	Next Review
	11 May 2027

	Version
	1.0

	Status
	Active





DOCUMENT CONTROL

	Document Title
	Waverley Park – General Risk Assessment

	Reference Number
	RA-WP-001

	Location
	Waverley Park, Clydach

	Assessment Type
	Public Open Space / Recreational Area Risk Assessment

	Assessor
	Ian James

	Date Prepared
	11 May 2026

	Review Date
	11 May 2027, or sooner following any significant change

	Version
	1.0

	Approved By
	Full Council



AREA OVERVIEW

Waverley Park is a public recreational facility operated and maintained by Clydach Community Council.
The park is used for:
1. General public recreation
1. Children's play activities
1. Informal sports and leisure activities
1. Organised community events
1. Seasonal events and public gatherings
1. Community fetes and entertainment
1. Outdoor activities involving temporary structures and attractions

The site includes:
1. Open grassed recreational areas
1. Children's play areas
1. Multi-use games area (MUGA)
1. BMX track
1. Tennis courts
1. Walking routes and footpaths
1. Car parking areas
1. Lighting columns and infrastructure
1. Fixed benches, bins and boundary features
1. Public access routes
1. Temporary event areas

The park is used by:
1. Members of the public
1. Children and young persons
1. Volunteers
1. Contractors
1. Event organisers and hirers
1. Council representatives
1. Sports and community groups

The park environment is largely open and uncontrolled in nature and contains hazards associated with:
1. Uneven ground and changing environmental conditions
1. Public behaviour and anti-social activity
1. Vehicle movements
1. Weather conditions
1. Recreational activities
1. Temporary event infrastructure
1. Contractor and volunteer activities

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS

This assessment identifies the significant foreseeable hazards associated with Waverley Park and the control measures implemented by Clydach Community Council.
The Council cannot eliminate all hazards associated with public open spaces. Users are expected to exercise reasonable personal responsibility appropriate to environmental conditions and activities undertaken.
Where organised events, temporary structures, inflatables, generators, food vendors, fireworks displays or other higher-risk activities are undertaken, separate event-specific risk assessments and event management arrangements shall be implemented.

The Council's duties are discharged through:
1. Inspection regimes
1. Planned maintenance arrangements
1. Contractor management procedures
1. Defect reporting systems
1. Event approval arrangements
1. Public information and signage
1. Reactive response procedures
1. Governance oversight and review

INSPECTION AND MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS


	Activity
	Frequency

	Visual inspections of park areas
	Weekly

	Recorded inspections of park infrastructure
	Quarterly

	Children's play equipment inspections
	In accordance with inspection regime

	Post-storm inspections
	Following significant adverse weather

	Defect reporting review
	Ongoing

	Contractor monitoring
	During maintenance and event works

	Event inspections and checks
	Prior to and during all organised events

	Public complaints and reports
	Ongoing



PURPOSE

This risk assessment identifies the significant hazards associated with the operation and management of Waverley Park and establishes the control measures required to reduce risks to the lowest reasonably practicable level.
This assessment forms part of the Council's governance, health and safety and premises management arrangements.

REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

This assessment shall be reviewed:
1. Annually as a minimum
1. Following any accident, incident or near miss
1. Following significant changes to the park, infrastructure or activities
1. Following structural alterations or remediation works
1. Following changes in legislation or guidance
1. Where monitoring identifies that controls are no longer effective
RISK RATING MATRIX

Risk Rating = Likelihood × Severity.  Colour coding:  Green = Low (1–5)  |  Amber = Medium (6–12)  |  Red = High (15–25)

	L \ S
	1
Negligible
	2
Minor
	3
Moderate
	4
Major
	5
Catastrophic

	1 Very Unlikely
	1
Low
	2
Low
	3
Low
	4
Low
	5
Low

	2 Unlikely
	2
Low
	4
Low
	6
Medium
	8
Medium
	10
Medium

	3 Possible
	3
Low
	6
Medium
	9
Medium
	12
Medium
	15
High

	4 Likely
	4
Low
	8
Medium
	12
Medium
	16
High
	20
High

	5 Very Likely
	5
Low
	10
Medium
	15
High
	20
High
	25
High



	Score
	Level
	Action

	1–5
	Low
	May be acceptable; continue to monitor and review.

	6–12
	Medium
	Controls should be reviewed; further action should be considered.

	15–25
	High
	Immediate action required. Task should not proceed unless risk can be reduced.




GENERAL PARK RISK ASSESSMENT


	Ref
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Potential Harm
	Initial
L
	Initial
S
	Initial
Risk
	Existing Controls
	Further Actions Required
	Residual
L
	Residual
S
	Residual
Risk
	Responsible Person
	Status

	WP-001
	Public Access and General Use
	Members of the public, visitors, children
	Slips, trips, falls and general injury associated with use of public recreational areas
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Public access routes maintained and monitored.
1. Inspections undertaken routinely and recorded.
1. Significant hazards isolated or signed pending repair.
1. Signage provided at key access points.
	Continue inspections and reactive maintenance arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-002
	Uneven Ground, Potholes and Surface Defects
	Members of the public, visitors, sports users
	Slips, trips, falls, sprains or fractures
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Grass areas and hard surfaces inspected during maintenance activities.
1. Defects reported, prioritised and repaired where practicable.
1. Hazardous areas isolated where necessary pending remediation.
1. Surface defect records maintained.
	Continue inspection and maintenance regime.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-003
	Fixed Furniture, Benches, Bins and Posts
	Members of the public, visitors, children
	Injury from damaged, unstable or deteriorated infrastructure
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	1. Fixed furniture inspected routinely; damage reported for repair.
1. Unsafe items isolated or removed where necessary.
1. Repairs arranged through approved competent contractors.
	Continue inspection programme and defect reporting.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-004
	Walls, Railings and Boundary Structures
	Members of the public, visitors, children
	Falls, collapse or injury from damaged structures
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Visual inspections of boundary structures undertaken routinely.
1. Significant hazards isolated where necessary.
1. Repairs arranged through approved competent contractors.
	Continue inspection and maintenance arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-005
	Lighting and Reduced Visibility
	Members of the public, visitors
	Increased risk of slips, trips, falls or anti-social behaviour during darkness
	4
	3
	12
Medium
	1. Lighting provided in key areas of the park.
1. Defects reported and repaired promptly.
1. Additional temporary lighting considered during events where required.
	Continue inspection and maintenance arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-006
	Dog Fouling and Animal Hazards
	Members of the public, children, sports users
	Infection, slips or injury associated with animal waste or uncontrolled dogs
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	1. Dog waste bins provided at key locations throughout the park.
1. Signage encourages responsible dog ownership.
1. Cleansing arrangements implemented.
1. Public encouraged to report dangerous dogs or persistent fouling issues.
	Continue monitoring and public awareness arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-007
	Hazardous Debris, Sharps and Litter
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Cuts, infection, sharps injuries or contamination
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Routine inspections and litter removal undertaken.
1. Sharps disposal containers available where required.
1. Volunteers provided with litter picking equipment and gloves.
1. Hazardous debris removed promptly using suitable precautions.
1. Public advised to report hazards.
	Continue cleansing and inspection arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-008
	Anti-Social Behaviour, Violence and Crime
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Verbal abuse, assault, threatening behaviour or criminal activity
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Incidents reported to police where appropriate.
1. Public encouraged to report concerns.
1. Communication maintained with local police and community representatives.
1. Staff and volunteers monitor conditions during visits.
	Continue monitoring and liaison arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-009
	Electricity and Fixed Installations
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Electric shock, burns or fire associated with faulty installations or temporary supplies
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Fixed electrical installations maintained and inspected by competent contractors.
1. NICEIC inspection programme maintained.
1. Temporary event electrics managed under separate event controls.
1. Defective equipment removed from service immediately.
	Continue inspection and testing programme.
	2
	5
	10
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-010
	Toilet and Welfare Facilities
	Members of the public, volunteers, event users
	Poor hygiene standards, slips or welfare concerns
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	1. Welfare arrangements provided during events.
1. Cleaning and replenishment arrangements implemented.
1. Accessible facilities considered where required.
1. Defects reported and addressed promptly.
	Continue monitoring welfare arrangements.
	2
	2
	4
Low
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-011
	Working at Height Activities
	Employees, volunteers, contractors
	Falls from height resulting in serious injury or fatality
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Work at height avoided where possible; hierarchy of control applied.
1. EN 131 Professional Standard ladders used where necessary.
1. Contractors engaged for specialist work at height tasks.
1. Access equipment inspected regularly.
	Continue monitoring and inspection arrangements.
	2
	5
	10
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-012
	Waste Management
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Vermin, contamination, slips or hygiene concerns associated with waste accumulation
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	1. Waste disposal arrangements implemented.
1. Waste removed promptly following events.
1. Suitable bins and disposal facilities provided throughout the park.
1. Hazardous waste managed separately where required.
	Continue monitoring and cleansing arrangements.
	2
	2
	4
Low
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-013
	Vehicle Movements and Car Parking
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Collision with moving vehicles resulting in serious injury or fatality
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Car park routes monitored and maintained.
1. Lighting provided in car park areas.
1. Speed limit signage displayed.
1. Traffic management implemented during larger events.
1. Pedestrian access routes separated from vehicle movements where practicable.
	Continue inspection and traffic management arrangements.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-014
	Emergency Access Routes
	Members of the public, emergency services
	Delayed emergency response or restricted access during incidents
	3
	4
	12
Medium
	1. Emergency access routes identified and maintained clear where practicable.
1. Event layouts reviewed prior to events to maintain emergency access.
1. Co-ordination arrangements maintained with emergency services where required.
	Continue monitoring emergency access arrangements.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring

	WP-015
	Adverse Weather Conditions
	Members of the public, volunteers, contractors
	Injury from storms, ice, flooding, heat exposure or reduced visibility
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Post-storm inspections undertaken following significant weather events.
1. Public warnings issued during severe weather where appropriate.
1. Temporary closures considered where significant hazards are identified.
1. Weather alerts monitored to allow proactive response.
	Continue monitoring and post-weather inspections.
	3
	3
	9
Medium
	Clerk / Responsible Person
	Monitoring





EVENT AND TEMPORARY ACTIVITY RISKS

The following hazards apply to organised events, community fetes, seasonal activities and temporary attractions held within Waverley Park. Each event shall be subject to event-specific risk assessment and approval arrangements in addition to the general controls identified above.
Event rows are shown with Status: Open — event-specific controls must be implemented before any event proceeds.

	Ref
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Potential Harm
	Initial
L
	Initial
S
	Initial
Risk
	Existing Controls
	Further Actions Required
	Residual
L
	Residual
S
	Residual
Risk
	Responsible Person
	Status

	EVT-001
	Temporary Structures and Marquees
	Event attendees, volunteers, contractors
	Collapse, instability or injury associated with temporary structures
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Event-specific controls required for all temporary structures.
1. Structures supplied and erected by competent contractors.
1. Structural calculations or certification required where applicable.
1. Weather conditions monitored during events; structures lowered or removed if required.
1. Anchoring systems inspected before and during events.
	Event-specific risk assessments and contractor RAMS required for each event.
	2
	4
	8
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator / Contractor
	Open

	EVT-002
	Generators and Temporary Electrical Supplies
	Event attendees, volunteers, contractors
	Electric shock, burns, fire, fuel hazards or carbon monoxide exposure
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Temporary electrical installations managed under separate event controls.
1. Equipment supplied by competent providers; certification required.
1. Cables protected, routed safely and covered where crossing pedestrian areas.
1. Refuelling controlled; generators sited in ventilated areas away from public.
1. CO alarm provided where generators are used in enclosed or semi-enclosed areas.
	Event-specific electrical arrangements and certification required.
	2
	4
	8
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator / Contractor
	Open

	EVT-003
	Inflatables, Bouncy Castles and Attractions
	Children, event attendees
	Falls, collision injuries, equipment instability or misuse
	4
	4
	16
High
	1. Attraction providers required to provide insurance, PIPA inspection certification and RAMS.
1. Supervision arrangements implemented; age and weight limits enforced.
1. Weather monitored during use; deflated if wind speeds exceed safe limits.
1. Adequate clear exclusion zones maintained around attractions.
	Event-specific attraction controls and supervision plans required.
	2
	3
	6
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator / Contractor
	Open

	EVT-004
	Food Vendors and BBQ Operations
	Event attendees, volunteers
	Burns, fire, food poisoning or gas-related incidents
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Food vendors required to provide food hygiene registration, insurance and gas/electrical safety evidence.
1. Fire extinguishers required at all food vendor stations.
1. Separation distances between food stalls and other structures maintained.
1. Gas cylinders stored safely; isolation procedures established.
	Event-specific vendor approval and inspection arrangements required.
	2
	4
	8
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator / Contractor
	Open

	EVT-005
	Crowd Management and Public Safety
	Event attendees, volunteers, contractors
	Crushing, disorder, slips, trips or delayed evacuation
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Event layouts reviewed prior to events to ensure safe pedestrian flow.
1. Marshals utilised at key points where appropriate.
1. Emergency access routes maintained clear throughout events.
1. Public address arrangements implemented where required.
1. Evacuation procedures established and communicated to event team.
	Event-specific crowd management arrangements required based on expected attendance.
	2
	4
	8
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator
	Open

	EVT-006
	Vehicle Movements During Events
	Event attendees, volunteers, contractors
	Collision between vehicles and pedestrians
	4
	5
	20
High
	1. Traffic management arrangements implemented for larger events.
1. Marshals used to control vehicle and pedestrian movements.
1. Vehicle routes separated from pedestrian areas where practicable.
1. Vehicle access restricted during peak public attendance periods.
	Event-specific traffic management arrangements required.
	2
	4
	8
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator
	Open

	EVT-007
	Fireworks Displays and Pyrotechnics
	Event attendees, volunteers, contractors, neighbouring properties
	Burns, fire, explosions, crowd panic or debris injury
	5
	5
	25
High
	1. Fireworks displays only permitted under separate event-specific controls.
1. Specialist licensed contractors required for all pyrotechnic activities.
1. Exclusion zones established and enforced.
1. Emergency arrangements including first aid, fire response and evacuation established.
1. Neighbouring properties and businesses notified in advance.
1. Wind direction and weather conditions assessed prior to and during display.
	Separate firework event risk assessment and specialist contractor controls required.
	2
	5
	10
Medium
	Event Co-ordinator / Specialist Contractor
	Open



EVENT GOVERNANCE CONTROLS

The following controls shall apply to all organised events held within Waverley Park:
1. Event-specific risk assessments to be completed for all higher-risk activities.
1. Contractor RAMS to be reviewed and approved prior to works or event setup.
1. Public liability insurance verification required from all event organisers and contractors.
1. Event layouts and emergency access routes to be reviewed and approved prior to each event.
1. Temporary electrical systems to be installed by a competent person; certification required.
1. Emergency arrangements and first aid provisions to be established for every event.
1. Traffic management arrangements to be implemented where required.
1. Welfare and toilet facilities to be assessed based on event size and duration.
1. Safeguarding considerations to be reviewed where children or vulnerable persons are involved.
1. Event approval arrangements to be completed and signed off prior to commencement.



ACTION TRACKING NOTES

	Status
	Meaning

	Open
	Action identified but not completed

	Ongoing
	Requires continual monitoring

	Closed
	Action completed

	Monitoring
	Existing controls considered adequate subject to review



APPROVAL


	Name
	Position
	Signature
	Date

	
	Chairperson
	
	

	
	Clerk / Responsible Officer
	
	11 May 2026



RELATED DOCUMENTS

1. Health & Safety Policy
1. Governance, Compliance & Safety Management Manual (GCC-GCSM-001)
1. Event Management Procedure
1. Contractor Management Procedure
1. Premises and Park Inspection Records
1. Children's Play Area Inspection Records
1. Accident / Incident Records
1. Compliance Action Tracker
1. Event-Specific Risk Assessments
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