Community & Town Councils
Biodiversity Action Plan
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6 The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty
	Name of Community & Town Council:
	Clydach Community Council

	Council type (Group 1, 2 or 3 for NRAP Objectives): 
	Group 2
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	Introduction and Context 
The Council serves approximately 8,400 (ONS 2022) residents in the communities of Clydach, Vardre, Glais and Graigfelen. The precept for 2026 - 2027 is £ £191,749  

Clydach Community Council provides a range of services to its local community and recognises its role in supporting local biodiversity. 
The local area has a history of coal mining; tin plate works and other heavy industry. Clydach is centred around the confluence of the Lower Clydach River and the River Tawe, and the disused Swansea canal runs through the area
 
These include: 
 • Responsibility for Waverley Park, a grassed area with benches on the perimeter. Small wooded area in corner of field. Cae Charles, a grassed field with wildflowers growing running alongside the Lower Clydach River ending at the weir / waterfall. Vardre Community Hall, which is also the home to Clydach Community Gardens. Forge Fach Resource Centre which also houses a children’s play area. Which it reviews and adapts its management practices where appropriate 
 • Liaising with and supporting community groups in its area who are involved in environmental matters. Including Clydach Community Gardens which are housed in the grounds of Vardre Community centre. 
 • Helping to raise awareness of biodiversity and environmental matters by supporting or organising relevant events, including with The River Trust. 
 • Providing funding where possible for projects in the Council’s area which impact on biodiversity. 
 
The Council promotes sustainability and biodiversity by pursuing sustainability goals and sustainable practices whenever possible.  
 The primary reporting responsibility rests with the Clerk to the Council, with policy decisions 
determined by Council and individual Members contributing to implementation as appropriate 
The council hold several events during the year including a Summer Fete, Christmas parade and various other events including cinema events, and Clydach in Bloom.

	


	NRAP
Objective
	Biodiversity objectives
	Action planned
	Time scale

	Monitored by:

	1
	-embed biodiversity into decision making & procurement
	The council will reinstate its Environment committee at the 2026 Annual Meeting. This committee will be responsible for delivering this action plan and creating an Environmental Policy to bring to full council for approval. With all members including the Clerk attending OVW Biodiversity training.

	February 2026
	Clerk

	
	
	The council will ensure any impact on biodiversity is considered in all decisions made.
	On going
	Clerk/Environmental Committee

	
	
	A full audit if cleaning supplies will be completed and products changed where possible to more environmentally friendly products. 
	April 2026
	Clerk

	
	
	The council will be taking advice from OVW and Clydach Community Gardens on what types of plants would be suitable for the planters along the high street in Clydach.

	March 2026
	Clerk / Events and Projects Committee / Environmental Committee

	
	
	The Environment committee will work closely with the Events and Projects committee to ensure biodiversity is embedded into all future events and projects.

	Ongoing
	Clerk / Events and Projects Committee / Environmental Committee

	
	
	The council will ensure all Councillors are aware of the Section 6 duty and requirements, being offered training when required.
	Ongoing
	Clerk/Environmental Committee

	
	
	The council will consider its maintenance contracts to see if biodiversity can be enhanced at Waverley Park and around the Forge Fach resource centre.
	January 2027
	Clerk / Full Council

	
	-raise awareness of biodiversity & its importance
	The council’s website will have a biodiversity section to ensure the community is kept up to date.


	Ongoing / when new website is created

	Clerk / Environment Committee


	
	
	An information board will be placed on Cae Charles explaining why the area is left and what species can be seen.
	July 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	Councillors and Staff will be offered Biodiversity training
	Ongoing
	Clerk

	
	
	The council will collaborate with other organisations with regards to biodiversity to exchange ideas.
	Ongoing
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	The council will engage with the community via its social Media page and at council run events. 
	Ongoing

	Clerk / Environment Committee


	
	
	A programme of events will be organised in collaboration with the River Trust including a River Festival to be held in the Summer of 2026
	March – October 2026
	Clerk

	2
	-safeguard principal species and habitats
	Regular Community litter picks will be established as well as working with Green Valley who already litter pick the area once a month. 
	Ongoing
	Environment Committee

	
	
	The possibility of becoming a litter picking hub via Keep Wales Tidy will be investigated.
	July 2026
	Clerk

	
	
	Planters along the high street – more resilient and native plants will be used along with more drought resilient plants. Advice on suitable plants will be sought from OVW.
	March 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee 

	
	
	We will be looking at the possibility of facilitating BioBlitz / Survey events to enable the community to get involved with discovering what species are in the Cae Charles area of land.
	Summer 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	Bat box and bug hotel creation events will take place. Expert advice will be sourced regarding make up and location
	October 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	Invasive species will be removed with the support of The River Trust.
	
	

	3
	-restore & create habitats and resilient ecological networks
	The council will create new habitats for insects, birds and small mammals by managing Cae Charles effectively. This will be done by consulting experts including OVW and The River Trust for advice.
	By Spring 2027

	Clerk 


	
	
	Council will install suitable bird boxes at the Community Hall, Vardre when the roof is replaced. Advice will be taken regarding suitable type of box and location from OVW and RSPB.
	October 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	Work will continue with Clydach Community gardens to create habitats in the Vardre Community Hall grounds.
	June 2026
	Clerk 

	
	
	Continue to maintain the planters received from OVW and apply for further packs to enhance / enlarge the area covered.
	April 2026
	Clerk / Environment committee

	
	
	The council will continue to run and expand the popular Clydach in Bloom. This encourages residents to restore and create varies types of gardens, pots and planters. 
	July 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	4
	-tackle negative factors: for e.g. reduce pollution, use nature based solutions, address invasive species
	The council will continue to work with The River Trust to identify Invasive species and create plans to remove / manage them.
	
	

	
	
	The council will continue the ‘Balsam bashing’ events with The River Trust. 
	Spring 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	The council will be updating its outside lights on the building and in the carpark to be more energy efficient. 
	February 2026
	Clerk 

	
	
	Signs will be placed at all switches reminding hall users to turn switches off
	April 2026
	Clerk

	
	
	The council will contact all gas, electric and water providers to discuss energy saving solutions. 
	March 2026
	Clerk

	
	
	De-carbonising the council by car sharing for meetings and events, sharing information via social media and the council’s website, providing councillors with means to read meeting packs online and only printing meeting packs when requested.
	On going
	Clerk

	
	
	Work will begin to enable Vardre Community Hall to be fitted with Solar panels.
	November 2026
	Clerk / Open Spaces and Building Management Committee

	
	
	Evaluate use of pesticides. Consider usage and if it is necessary and look at alternatives with our ground’s maintenance contractors.
	March 2027
	Clerk

	5
	-use, improve, and share evidence
	Ensure that we publish our completed Section 6 Report on our website and forward a copy to OVW to ensure that it is published on the relevant websites as required.
	January 2026
January 2027
	Clerk

	
	
	Publish this Biodiversity Action plan on the council’s website
	February 2026
	Clerk

	
	
	Review this plan at least annually, adjust and add as required. Ensuring the latest version is published on the council’s website.
	Ongoing
	Clerk

	
	
	Offer all Councillors and staff the opportunity to attend biodiversity related training, webinars and events. Especially filling knowledge gaps as required.
	Ongoing
	Clerk / Councillors

	
	
	Ensure that the council considers biodiversity training within its training budget.
	December 2026
	Clerk / Council

	
	
	Share any local community groups biodiversity events on our Facebook page, notice boards and website.
	Ongoing
	Clerk

	
	
	Share our findings with the community.
	Ongoing
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	6
	-support capacity and/or other organisations
	The council wants to create good links with LNP
	Ongoing
	Clerk

	
	
	The council will continue to work in partnership with Clydach community gardens to enable them to continue their work including supporting them with the development of Vardre Community hall grounds in conjunction with the Chelsea Flower show display.
	Summer 2026
	Clerk / Environment Committee

	
	
	Creating the Section 6 plan and further developing it as knowledge and advice continues.
	Ongoing
	Clerk

	
	
	Consider changing the councils’ current grants policy to include the provision for a percentage to specifically go to projects with a biodiversity theme.
	April 2027
	Clerk / Full Council

	
	
	Keep in contact with OVW with regards to available biodiversity packages.
	Ongoing
	Clerk

	
	
	Continue to work with The River Trust in providing local events surrounding biodiversity.
	Ongoing but programme will run between March and October 2026
	Clerk 

	
	
	Engage Clydach Community Gardens for judging the Clydach in Bloom Competition.
	July 2026
	Clerk


	
	
	

	
Annual review of the Biodiversity Action Plan

	Date reviewed:
	

	What has worked well?  
	

	What have the barriers been?  
	


	What will you change?
	

	
	

	Next review due:
	June 2026
	

	Approved by Council on:
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Description of organisation Minimum Actions Examples NRAP
Group | relative to biodiversity. objectives
for Action
Reporting
eatione. (see template
Organisations: Annex 1)
1 « that own or occupy an office | Actions related to buildings Commissions, | NRAP
building only and management, procurement, DVLA objectives 1,
« whose functions are not sustainability, awareness 4,6
directly connected to raising, training, or in
biodiversity and/or land partnership with other
management. organisations
2 « that own, occupy or As per Group 1 above PLUS | Public Health | NRAP
manage land their own grounds management, Wales, objectives
buildings and grounds, cascading funding criteria, Universities, | 1,4,6 as
« whose functions are providing education and Sport Wales | above
connected with biodiversity | training
and/or land management, or HRAR
« that can influence those who gblsefsl‘;‘iisn ;"0
own or manage land. own grounds
3 « that own or manage land As per Groups 1 and 2 above | Dwr Cymru, Al NRAP
beyond their own grounds, | PLUS land management to Local objectives
whether their functions are maintain and enhance Authorities,
connected with biodiversity | biodiversity, and promote the | NRW, Welsh
and/or land management or | resilience of ecosystems. Government

not.
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The Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales (NRAP) sets out six objectives

for reversing the decline of biodiversity which should be used to help develop
and guide actions to comply with the section 6 duty:

The 6 objectives to maintain and enhance biodiversity are:

Objective 1:

Objective 2:

Objective 3:

Objective 4:

Objective 5:

Objective 6:

Engage and support participation and understanding to embed
biodiversity throughout decision making at all levels

Safeguard species and habitats of principal importance and
improve their management

Increase the resilience of our natural environment by restoring
degraded habitats and habitat creation

Tackle key pressures on species and habitats

Improve our evidence, understanding and monitoring

Putin place a framework of governance and support for
delivery
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