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Clydach Community Council
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council 
Held on Tuesday, 15 September 2026 at 6.00 PM
Held in the Waterfall Suite, Forge Fach Resource Centre 
___________________________________________________________________
Presiding: 		Councillor Julian Nicholds
Present: 		Councillors Sue Powell, Eve Jackson, Dylan Williams, John Hill,
Siubhan Evan-Jones, Maria Farr, and Rosemarie Chadwick     
In Attendance: 	Michaela Chaplin – Clerk and RFO	
___________________________________________________________________
1. Apologies for Absence
None received

2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations were received

3. To consider matters raised by members of the public and to be reported upon by the Clerk at the next meeting, where appropriate limited to 10 mins
There were no members of the public present.

4. To receive any reports from the County Councillors
Every month the Clerk invites the County Councillors to either attend the meeting or provide a report to be read out at the meeting. No report was received and no County Councillors in attendance.

5. To confirm the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 21 July 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 21 July 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

6. Matters arising from the Minutes
Item 17 - bouncy castle insurance is being investigated. Currently quotes are around £500 but require a member of staff to be on duty manning the bouncy castle. NOTED
Item 18 – Cllr Julian Nicholds and I met with County Cllr Rowlands and Bailey; the meeting was open to businesses. One business attended so it was established that it was not necessarily the businesses that wanted the trees. Other options will be discussed at point 16 on the agenda.

7. To consider the minutes of the Environment Committee held on the 7 September 2026 and, if appropriate, to adopt them or agree any necessary actions
The meeting scheduled for 2pm on 7 September was unable to proceed as the required quorum was not present. The Chair therefore declared the meeting inquorate and the meeting was closed.

8. To consider the minutes of the Events and Projects Committee held on 8 September 2026 and, if appropriate, to adopt them or agree any necessary actions
RESOLVED to accept all the recommendations and that the minutes of the Events and Projects Committee meeting held on 8 September 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

9. To consider the minutes of the Open Spaces and Building Committee held on 8 September 2026 and, if appropriate, to adopt them or agree any necessary actions
RESOLVED to accept all the recommendations and that the minutes of the Open Spaces and Building Committee meeting held on 8 September 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

10. To receive the Clerks report on financial transactions
RESOLVED that the August/September 2026 payment list be approved. 
RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation for the month ended 31 July 2026 and 31 August be approved. 
Cllr. D Williams joined the meeting.

11. To approve a new Internal Auditor for 2026/2027 financial year
Following the retirement of the Council's Internal Auditor, a quotation and terms of reference were received. 
Resolved That, following consideration of the quotation and terms of reference, The Greener Way Online be appointed as the Council's Internal Auditor for the 2026/27 financial year.

12. To receive the Clerks report on planning applications
RESOLVED no objection to the following applications

	2026/1275/FUL
	Two story rear extension
	16 Heol Y Graig



13. To receive any reports from members representing outside bodies
The Clerk, Cllr. S Powell and Cllr. R Chadwick met with Jane Richmond Project Manager for Strategic Climate Change in Swansea Council on 8 September regarding Project Zero Swansea and the new pilot Town and Community Council Toolkit. The Clerk gave a verbal report with the basics being there is a toolkit with two elements, the Carbon Management Action Plan and the Community Resilience Action Plan. 
The Clerk along with the Councillors in attendance along with support from Jane Richmond will now work through the tool kit.

The Clerk and Cllr. S Powell attended the launch of the project where a hard-hitting film was shown regarding climate change. This film can be shown in the community. RESOLVED that the Clerk will arrange a viewing of this film in Forge Fach Resource Centre on 12 October in the evening.

Members discussed cool hubs and warm hubs with it being RESOLVED that the Clerk will investigate prices of a cooker for the Community Hall and that the possibility of offering warm hub sessions this winter to be discussed at the next Events and Projects Committee meeting.

Cllr. J Hill gave an update regarding Clydach Community Gardens, their event on the 12 September went well with positive feedback being received. 
The gate to the new Bat garden is closed but access can be obtained by contacting Clydach Community Gardens or Clydach Community Council.

14. To discuss request for extended opening hours from Brew and Bloom
Brew and Bloom have started opening on a Friday evening serving Wine/alcohol and light nipples and would like to open until 11pm. 
RESOLVED that Brew and Bloom can open until 11pm. The council’s caretaker will continue to finish work at 9pm with Brew and Bloom taking over the responsibility of ensuring toilets are clean and building secure.

15. To discuss Christmas office times
RESOLVED Forge Fach office will be closed from 2pm 24 December and reopen 4 January 2027 at 9am. The clerk will be available during closure. Caretakers will continue to check buildings and conduct any necessary maintenance. 
Cllr. S Powell joined meeting

16. To discuss flags
A discussion took place regarding the use of flags and flag poles throughout the community.

RESOLVED that the Clerk, together with Councillors, contact local businesses and organisations with existing flag holders to establish whether they would be willing to display flags on their buildings. It was agreed that the flags to be displayed would include the Remembrance, St David’s Day, Welsh, and Pride flags.

The Council also discussed the recent meeting held with County Councillors Rowlands and Bailey and local businesses regarding the possibility of displaying Christmas trees. It was noted that Christmas trees were not considered suitable due to the existing pole holders, insurance requirements, and associated costs, as well as the previous decision made by the Council. Alternative options were therefore considered, with the County Councillors indicating that they would be willing to contribute towards the associated costs.

RESOLVED that, following the survey of local businesses, the Council purchase suitable flag poles and Christmas flags that represent the whole of Clydach. It was further agreed that the Clerk would discuss with the County Councillors them contributing towards the costs of putting up and taking down the flags.

17. To consider Friends of Coed Gwilym Park application received for the Community Event Grant of £1000 towards their Fireworks event
RESOLVED that Clydach Community Council will provide a grant of £1000 to Friends of Coed Gwilym Park for the community firework display. It was noted that as per the terms Clydach Community Council must be mentioned in publication of the event.

18. To provide any information which the Chair considers should be relayed to Council as a matter of urgency, or to suggest items to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting
The condition of the render on the building was discussed, noting that it had deteriorated further. Five companies had been contacted for quotations. RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Welsh Stonework in the sum of £2,200, subject to the completion of the necessary checks.
RESOLVED Insurance renewal this year is £13,299.96. 
19. To confirm the date of the next meeting 
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be held on 20 October 2026. 

20. Public and Press 
RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the following two items, by virtue of the nature of the business to be transacted.

21. To discuss Matters arising from the minutes of a confidential nature
There were no matters for submission to Council.

22. To receive the Clerk’s Report on the Local Government Services, Pay Agreement for 2026-27
The LGS pay award has been agreed at a 3.3% increase to be back dated to April 2026. Caretakers are currently Point 3 with the Caretaker/Maintenance person currently on Point 4, Assistant Clerks currently Point 12, and the Clerk is on Point 31 NOTED 



23. To receive the Clerk’s Report on a Staffing Matter
Dom the Caretaker/Maintenance person has resigned, his last day will be 25 September. The position has been advertised with closing date of 20 September and the interviews taking place on 28 September by the Clerk and Assistant Clerk with appointment being made by the Clerk. RESOLVED

24. To receive the Clerks’ report on correspondence
Email from County Councillor Matthew Bailey – forwarded to all.

Meeting closed at 7.04pm 



Signed:
Date:

2026/27 	2		

image1.png




